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Parents and Students:  

Thank you for taking the time to look over this handbook in detail. 
More information will be coming home throughout the school year to 
give details about the activities listed in this handbook. Your 

continued support of the Kernodle Orchestra Program and willingness 
to help is very much appreciated.  
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Students will need to purchase a Kernodle Orchestra T-shirt at the 
beginning of the year, which will be used for casual performances and 
trips through out the school year. This will be revisited when and if we 
go to in person instruction.  

Please make sure to fill out the Student and Parent Information Form. 
We know it seems very detailed, but we like to have numerous ways to 
get in contact with students and parents. 
This year I have a google voice number that you can call me at, or you 
can email me at my school email or Inbox me on canvas. Please also 

make sure to sign the statement at the bottom of that form so that we 
know you received and reviewed this handbook in detail. If you have 
any questions about the policies in this handbook, please don’t 
hesitate to contact us using the e-mail address or phone number on 
the front cover.  

Looking forward to a great year!!  

Jacob Billings Director of Orchestras  

Contact Information  

*please make sure you signed the parent/student information sheet 
for orchestra it will be linked to the handbook. *  

Kernodle Middle School  

3600 Drawbridge Pkwy, Greensboro, NC 27410 Phone: (336) 545-3717  

Remind101 Text Alerts  

Text: @4d7bg68 
To: 81010 
This is an alert system only. No one has your number, not even the 
school, and you cannot respond to these messages. This alert system 
will be a communication tool to remind students/parents of concerts, 
fundraisers, rehearsals, auditions, etc.  

Teacher: Jacob Billings Classes: 6th, 7th, 8th Grade Orchestra       
Room #: 502 Orchestra Room  



 

 

Class Expectations: 

I. Respect all members of the class including the teachers, other 

students, parent chaperones, guest conductors, interns, substitute 

teachers, etc.  

II. Respect all equipment in the room including student 
instruments, school instruments, music stands, chairs, technology, 
etc. Therefore, please handle your own instrument only, do not lean 

on the stands, refrain from playing with instruments in the room 
(bass, cellos, piano, etc.)  

III. Arrive to class on time and ready to learn. Therefore, bring all 
required materials, get ready quickly, and have a positive attitude.  

IV. Follow all classroom policies and procedures such as those 
outlined in detail in this handbook.  

V. Follow all rules found in the student/parent handbook. Make 
sure to read the KMS Student / Parent Handbook and the Guilford 
County Schools Code of Conduct very carefully.  

Consequences: 

Stage I: Verbal warning / Student Conference / Think Sheet- Self 

Reflection  

Stage II: Parental Notification / Assignment to ICS for period / 
Detention / Administrative Referral / Silent Lunch  

Stage III: Recommendation of In School Suspension (ISS) or Out of 
School Suspension (OSS)  

If students are not actively participating throughout the entire class, points will 

be deducted accordingly. In rare cases, students may be removed from the room 
if they refuse to participate (sent to ICS).  

   

Orchestra Class Policies & Procedures  

 

Class Materials:  



 

 

 
Students are responsible for having the following materials in class 
daily:  

Instrument: Orchestra class is rather unproductive without one. If an 
instrument is in the shop for repair, I will need a note from a 
parent/guardian or the repair shop. Also, if your instrument is being 
repaired, keep your music and other materials so that you can use a 
school-owned instrument if needed.  

Music folder/Binder: I will provide all students with a folder to store 
any sheet music or other class materials that they may have. Do not 
rely on your stand partner to bring his/her music. Everyone will need 
to mark corrections on their own parts so that practice can be done 
effectively.  

Pencil: We will need this to correct notes, write in style markings, 
fingerings, take notes, and take tests. It would be a good idea to keep 
a pencil in your folder or in your case.  

Failure to bring these items will result in a lowering of your weekly 
participation grade. (See Grading Policy)  

Instrument Storage:  

❖ Students may bring instruments to the Orchestra room before 

school begins. Instruments should be placed on instrument rack or on 
the counter NOT THE FLOOR.(Cello players put instrument in 
cabinet or lay it on its side in fount of my desk.)  

❖ Students should understand that they are expected to be practicing 
frequently to ensure that they are prepared for class.  

Failure to abide by the instrument storage policy may result in 
temporary or permanent loss of storage privileges.  

Maintaining Instruments (Orchestra):  

❖ Students must provide their own strings, rosin, and cleaning cloth. 
Even students using school-owned instruments need to provide 
supplies.  



 

 

❖ Each student is responsible for keeping his/her instrument in good 
working condition. This means: clean, not sitting on cases, not letting 
others carry or hold your instrument, strings and bows are in good 
condition, etc...  

❖ Remember, Orchestra Class is not the time to clean and 
maintain your instrument. This should be taken care of at home. If a 
minor problem occurs during class (i.e. one of your strings breaks, let 
me know, get a new string and I can put it on for you after class or the 
next day before class starts) 

❖ If your instrument has a serious problem at any point, ask me 
about it immediately. I may be able to fix it and save you time and 
money from the repair shop.  

   
If I can’t repair it, please get it to the repair shop immediately so that 
you can have it back in class as soon as possible.  

 

Starting Class:  

❖All students must be in the room when the bell rings for their class to 

begin (or when it is time for class to begin). School policy is very clear 

about the tardy policy. (Check your Parent/Student Handbook to clarify 

any questions about tardiness.)  

❖ Due to the time that is necessary to get instruments and stands 
out, students will have two minutes after the tardy bell rings to get 
prepared. If students are not ready at this point, they will begin to lose 
participation points.  

❖ Any individual warm-up that occurs during the first two minutes of 

class should be done properly. Scales, Slur exercises, and work in the 
book are some acceptable warm- up activities. 

  

Ending Class:  



 

 

❖ Students will remain seated and on task until the teacher verbally 
dismisses class. This policy ensures that all important 
announcements made at the end of class are heard. Students can be 
assured that I will provide enough time to put instruments away. (The 
clock is not the determining factor that ends class.)  

❖ Make sure to return the chairs and stands to an organized state 
before you leave the classroom. Also, make sure to put all instruments 
and equipment away in the proper places. This includes school-owned 
instruments and all other equipment.  

❖ Students will not be given tardy passes to be late to their next class.  

❖ The final class of the day will be expected to stack chairs and 
organize stands before leaving for the day.  

    

Materials Needed for Class: 6th Grade/7th Grade/ 

8th Grade Orchestra  

6th Grade-Essential Elements Book 1  

7th Grade- Essential Elements Book 2  

8th Grade- Essential Technique for Strings Book 3   

If you would like more information about the books, please feel 
free to email me.  

    Extra Strings 

 

    Shoulder Rest ( Violin, Viola Players)  

 

 

 

    Cleaning supplies for your instrument ( Cleaning Cloth) 
 



 

 

    Rock Stop (Cello and Bass players)  
 

    Pencil 
 

    Loose leaf College Ruled Notebook Paper  
 

    Name tag for the outside of instrument case (I have some if 
needed)  

Concert Attire: We will revisit if we 
come back to school. 
6-8th Grade Orchestras Professional Concerts: Boys and Girls 
should wear black dress pants (NO  
skirts), black socks, black dress shoes, and a white collared 
dress shirt/blouse.  
Casual Performances: Attire will vary based on the nature of 
the performance, however, we will order matching Orchestra T-
shirts to be worn with khaki pants/ Blue Jeans for some 
performances.(Will poll classes to see what everyone has already)  
*** NO TENNIS SHOES, JEANS, LEGGINGS, OR T-SHIRTS***  

Failure to abide by the concert dress code could result in 
dismissal from the performance. Students dismissed for 
inappropriate concert dress will not be given a chance to make up 
their performance grade.  
 

    

    

Grading Policy:  

Major Assessments – 60%  

Written Tests  

Playing Tests Performances (count twice)  

Minor Assessments- 40 %  

Quizzes (count twice) Journals Practice Logs Participation  



 

 

Any student who does not maintain at least a C average in the 
class will not be allowed to go to any off-campus 
performances/fieldtrips for that 9 weeks.  

Course Descriptions:  

6th Grade Orchestra: This group is for new musicians. Students do 
not need any prior experience to join this group. Throughout the year, 
we will have at least 2 concerts to showcase what they have learned. 
Along with learning about their instrument, students will be learning 
about basic music theory ideas to help them understand and exceed 
at music. First concert will be in November to show parents what we 
have learned so far this year. The second will be in the spring 
semester.  

7th Grade Orchestra: This is our middle group. Along with the 2 
performances all orchestra students will be participating in, students 
in this group will have opportunities to audition for honors orchestras 
in the county and district if they so choose. 

8th Grade Orchestra: This is our advanced group. Most of these 
students have been playing for at least 2 years prior. Along with the 
theory and concert opportunities, students will also get a chance to 
audition for honors orchestras on the county, district, and state levels 
if they choose. 

Performance Information  

It is important to remember that all orchestra classes are taken for a class 
credit. The Guilford County Registration Guide for Middle School Students 

makes it very clear that students are required to attend all public 
performances in order to get credit for these classes. Therefore, excused 

absences from the following performances will only be granted in the case 
of a death in the immediate family or extreme illness documented with 
doctor’s note. The following concert dates must take precedence over extra- 

curricular activities. It should also be noted that a major test grade (double the 
weight of other test grades) will come from each performance.  

Students are required to be present for the full duration of each concert. Part of 
the value of these performances is the learning that occurs from observing 
other ensembles perform. It is also an expectation that members of the KMS 

Orchestra Program support one another in their endeavors.  



 

 

  

     

After School Groups and Rehearsals  

We will have several after school rehearsals to either prepare for a concert or 
audition, and hopefully begin small voluntary groups such as the Honors 
Orchestra . All after school rehearsals are essential for the productivity and 

preparation for these groups to perform. Please follow these guidelines to 
prevent students from forfeiting the group/performance.  

Pick Up: All students must be picked up by the scheduled time. I am very 
particular about making sure students are out the door by the time I promise. 
If a student’s ride is not here within 15 minutes of the release time on 2 

occasions, will no longer be allowed to stay with Mr.Billings after school.  

Rehearsals for Voluntary Groups: Students who are volunteering to do an 
after school group such as Honors Orchestra, will be required to miss no more 

than 2 rehearsals. Rehearsal time is very valuable and these groups do not 
meet daily. Please make sure the group fits into your schedule before 

joining/signing up for the group.  

Parent Volunteers  

The Kernodle Orchestra is very fortunate to have some of the best parents 

around! There are possibilities parents to chaperone on trips with the 
orchestra. There will be a sign up sheet available and there will be a limited 

number of spots. It will be first-come-first-serve. You need to contact the 
Kernodle Office to be registered as a parent chaperone. If you are not registered 
as a chaperone you are legally not allowed to go with us as a chaperone.  

Make sure you have signed the “Orchestra 

Info Sheet” stating that you have gone 

through this handbook.  


